MADAME BE  MONTESPAN.	387
himself under the Tbed. In this position he was able to hear all
the conversation that took place between the King and his
mistress above, and he learned by it that it was Louvois who
had ousted him; that the King was very angry at the secret
having got wind, and had changed his resolution to avoid
quarrels between the artillery and the war department ; and,
finally, that Madame de Montespan, who had promised him her
good offices, was doing him all the harm she could. A cough,
the least movement, the slightest accident, might have betrayed
the foolhardy Puyguilhem, and then what would have become
of him ? These are things the recital of which takes the breath
away, and terrifies at the same time.
Puyguilhem was more fortunate than prudent, and was not
discovered. The King and his mistress at last closed their
conversation; the King dressed himself again, and went to his
own rooms. Madame de Montespan went away to her toilette,
in order to prepare for the rehearsal of a ballet, to which the
King, the Queen, and all the Court were going. The chamber-
maid drew Puyguilhem from under the bed, and he went and
glued himself against the door of Madame de Montespan's
chamber.
When Madame de Montespan came forth, in order to go to
the rehearsal of the ballet, he presented his hand to her, and
asked her, with an air of gentleness and of respect, if he might
flatter himself that she had deigned to think of him when with
the King. She assured him that she had not failed, and
enumerated services she had, she said, just rendered him.
Here and there he credulously interrupted her with questions,
the better to entrap her; then, drawing near her, he told her
she was a liar, a hussy, a harlot, and repeated to her, word for
word, her conversation with the King!
Madame de Montespan was so amazed that she had not
strength enough to reply one word; with difficulty she reached
the place she was going to, and with difficulty overcame and
hid the trembling of her legs and of her whole body; so that
upon arriving at the room where the rehearsal was to take
place, she fainted. All the Court was already there. The
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